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It may be well to turn from the mam argument
in order to give an impression to the English reader
of the attitude which Indians themselves adopt with
regard to the air-bombing by the R.A.F. on the
Frontier. For one of the mam objects of this book
is to explain the Indian point of view.
A simple and effective way of doing this will be
to quote, with considerable abbreviation some of
the speeches delivered in the Legislative Assembly
when the air-bombing on the Frontier came up for
discussion. For, as soon as the news reached Simla
that, as a part of a punitive expedition, the R A.F.
had bombed non-combatant Pathan villages, a vote
of censure was proposed. The Government of India
did not demur to the discussion as they wished
their own point of view to be made clear. There was
a full-dress debate.
The first speaker was one of the leading Muslims
of the North-West Frontier Province, who was
himself by race a Pathan. He was Dr. Khan Sahib,
the elder brother of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan,
who has been already mentioned as a Frontier
national leader. Dr. Khan Sahib had been interned
along with his brother; but though the Government
had thus imprisoned him, and though he had not
then (even after his release) been allowed to return
to his own province, nevertheless he was able to
obtain a very large majority of votes at the elections.
He stood as a Congress member; for he professed
to represent all classes. His triumph at the poll was
thus all the more notable. During the 1937 elections,